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DRAFT

THE LRSSON OF DOG RIVER

IHTROICTION

Approximately 10 kilometers north of Belrut, the Dog River (NAHR AL-KALB)
#lows into the Mediterranesn. It is & small stresm both in length and volume;
and from the standpoint of the econumy of the Middle Bast, or even of that
of Lebanon, its value is negligible. Tt supplies some vater to the elty of
Beirut, tut beyond thet it serves 1ittle purpose. Its waters turn no electric
plants, irrigste no large tracts, nor &> they provide fish for Argd stomschs.
Yet, the Dog River is not without signiftcance, for H_'. is, in & sense, gymbolic
of the entire Middle Bsst and of thab srea’s history.

since the dawn of recorded history, the lands rimming the sastern
Mediterranesan~~the Middle mi; of modern parlante--, where civilization first
srvse, have been disputed by contending nations, by opposing ermles. Fere
the air has echoed to the sound of Assyrian, Babylonien, and Fharoonic
chariots, of the marching of Greek phalanxes and Romen leplins, of the tramp
of Eymtm, Arsb, Mameluke, Turiish, English, and Prench ormies. Most of
theae miaﬁ, in the course of their campaigns, have passed by the mouth of
mﬁugaiv&; and pear the sea, on the rocky walls of the ravine through
«hich the river flows, many of them left a reminder of their pessing: engraved
imseriptions or sculptured rellels to perpetuste the memory of their conguests.
Today, the thoughtful Middle Basterner or, for that matter, any serious
gudent of Middle Esstern affalrs, vhen he reflects on the lesson of Dog River
and, &t the smme time, on the current situation in the Middle Eset, umst
inevitably vonder 1f the Soviet Red Army will not be the next o 834 to the
Dog River inscriptions.

The Soviet Union is today more sctive in Middle Bsstern affaiyrs than at
any time in its 40 yesrs of history. But this activity--sale of axms o
Egypt and Syria, machinations in Jordsn, incressed tempo of diplomatic and
propegande action throughout the area--represents neither a new interest nor
an interest which is peculiarly Soviet. It is rather merely the lstest

mundfestation of 8 policy which the Commanists inpherited from the preceding
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Toarist regime. From its first modest beginnings arcund Moscow, Fussias

has Tor centuries expanded constantly in all directioms. But in no drection
nes this expansion sp precceupled the Russisn mind as thet towards the south,
tovards the Middle East. The desire o possess the Piraitz and the Persian
Gulf aree, to obtainm "warn water" ports and control of thelr approaches,

has been a Russien dream for 500 years and the motivating force of a policy
of w;,im for at lmtv m‘.r that perlod.

It is this dresm which larzely explains the many Russiso-~Turiish and |
Puszian-Persisn wars.during recent centuries and which also explains the
current Soviet sctivity. The Tsars felt thet Russian possession of these
arees, partieum}.y the Straits, was essential for economic and strateglc
reasons. 7The Soviets have mpde 1t clear that they share this view. The Taars
resorted to militery aggression and dplomatic meneuvers to zain thelr
objective, and also made good use of mbversisa by exploiting the religious
ties hetween the Qﬂh@dax Christians of the avea and the Russian Orthodox
Church. Militsry sction, diplomscy, and subversion are all familiar weapons
in the Soviet arsemal, also.

‘The Tsarist

The dreem bagan in the l5th Century before a Russian stete as auch even
existed. In 1472, Tyan IIT, Grazh Dute of Moscow, merried Sophia (Zoe) PALEOLOGA,
role of protector of the Orthodox Church and successor of the Byzantine
Buoperors. m. double-hesded eagle used by the latter as & symbol wes adopted
a5 the Busslsn emblem (it so remeined until the fall o the empire in 1517),
end some years lster Ivan's grendson, Ivan IV, hnown as Ivan the Terrible,
adopted the title of Tear, the Russisn version of the Byzantine (Romen)
"Caeser,” It was this vague desire and ambitlon to recreate the Bysantine
Expire with themsalves as emperors vhich first impellsd the Rusalen rulers
to look longimgly to the south.

The first extensive geina in that direction came during the relgn of
Ivan IV (L,33-0b) when his forces defeated the Tatars of Fazan (1552) and

Astrakhan (1556), thus geining possession of the entire length of the Volge
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and pushing the Ressisn border to the Casplan. The new border then remsined
largely unchenged for the next csntury.

It was Peter I, knowa as Peter the Great, vho Tirst converted this
vegie drems, which wvas largely religlous in origin, luto & volley of action
based on strategle and eoonomie consliderstions which ever since then has
characterized Russian smbitions. When he came to the throme in 1602, the
Blecl Ses. wez & Turkish lake: +the Ottoman Sultan ruled all the littorsl
and only Turkish ships vere allowed to sall thereon. He detemmined to
break ms moropoly. His first move came in 1695, vhen he led his srmles
-against the fortress of Azov. The asseult failed; but a second in 1697 was
successil, and Russian possession was confirmed by s formal treaty concluded
in 1702,

This wvas but the first of & series of Russo-Turkish vars vhich oceurred
intemttéutly from thet time wati) the 20th Century. In less than o decade,
in fact, Russimrend Turkey were pgaln et war. In 171, Peter invaded the
Ottoman Enmpire by way of Bersarabia, but finding hipsell surrounded by
superior Tarkish forces, was compelled to mue for pesee. Under the Treaty
of Pruth, he wvas obliged to retwan Auov, to destroy the fortress of Taganrsg
which he had built on the Ses of Azov, and to withdrav the Russian smbassador
from the Porte.

Potar regiztered no further gains for Russis at the expemse of Turkey;
but sctivity in the Caucasus and in Transcarple contimed zod in 172 wer
was declared sgainst Persia. By the peace treaty of 1723, Perzis wes forced
to cede Bakw, Derbent, snd the provinces of Gllan, Mazsnderan, and
Ostarabed. As it bwmed out, these vere only o temporary acgisition, for
Peter's successor, the wesk Bmpress Anne, was parsuaded to veturn them to
Persia in the Treaty of Resht of 1732,

It will be ssen from the shove thal in a territorlal sense, Peter did
little for Buessia in iis drive to the smith, for vhat he vwor he vas elther
Torced later to yleld himself or was ylelded by his successor. But his cone
tribution wvas nonetheless lmportant, for it was he who, by his insistence
on the need for warm water ports, made the idea of soutlwar’ expansion &0
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integreloa part of Russisn policy. And vhenhe dled in 1725, he left behind
him 'a. dncument known as the "Politicel Testament of Peter the Oveat,” in
vhleh he set down for the guldance of his successors his recommendatlions as
to the policy which Russia should pursue with a viev $o becoming & gxm;:
eupire. One of these recommendations is particularly significant:

To take every possible means of gaining Constantinople and

the Indles {for he who rules there will be sovrelgn of the world);

exeite way contimally in Tarkey and Persie; establish fortresses in

the Blmok Ses; get comtrol of the sess by degrees, snd £1so of the

Baltic, vhich is & &ouble polni, necessary 4o the rsalizaiion of our

project; accelerats as much as posoible the decsy of Persia; penctrste

to the Persisn Oulf; reestablish, if possible, by way of Syria, the
snsient commerce of the Lewant.

Tosre has been some argpusent as to the suthenticity of this testament,
i.8.; vhether 1t was sciwvally writiten by Peter or ie & forgery. But tmue or
false, it outlines succioctly the policy laid dowm by Peter and followed
consistently bvail his suecessors, not excluding the Copsmmist leaders of
Soviet Russin. Constsntinople and the Straits snd the Persisn Oulf, together
mmmmmbﬁm“memthem of the Tsars, they are now
the goals of the Soviets.

From 1733 to 1730, Russia sgain waged war on Tuarkey, this time in allisnce
with Anstria. The Russiens were spectaowlarly successful but, vhen Austria
vithivew from the war, Russia felt impelled to conzlude the Treaty of Belgrede
{1739) vheredy she gave up all her conguests except Azov. .lmost taree
decades of pesce followed. With the sccession in 1762 of Catherine IT to
the throne of Russia, however, new lmpetus was glven to Peter's policy.
Catherine devised grandiose schenmes with regexd to Turkey; and no longer
was military power the only mesns saployed. For the first time subversion--
today # favorite mpm of the Commniste--wes used, with the Russians
asitating smong the Slavic and Orthodox populations of the Otboman Bupire.
Walle acinoviedging the strategic and economic importance of the Mlddle
East for Russia, Catherine also revived the ides of recresting the Byzantine
Bmpire: she had her second son christened Constantine, gave him a Greek
nurse and Gresk playsates, and bad him taught to speak Gree:, all in
preparation Tor the day vhen he would sit on the throne in Constantinople.

b
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Catherine found a pretext for a new war vith Turkey In the differences
arising out of the Polish guestion; and during the fighting from YT6C-Th,
Bussisn forces were geverally successful, both on land, especlally in the
Man principalities, and on the ses, by metns of & Russlian flotilla in
the Mediterranean.

The Treaty of Kuchuk Kainarji of LTT4 was a triwmph for Russia and a
dlsester for Turkey. Ruseia, for the first time, gained direct sccess Lo
the Black Ses, between the mouths of the Dnleper and Bug Rivers, as well an
the Tortresses of Kerch, Yenikale, Azov, and Kinburn, and the districis of
Kuben, Tere:, and Kebsrdia. The Ottomsn monopoly on the Blsck fSes, was
broken, for henceforth Russian merchsnt vessels were to have the right to
trade freely in the Black and Mediterranesn Seass and to pass freely throwh
the Straits. In the religious field, Russia obtained a protectorate over the
Christians of Moldsvis snd Wallachiae, the right to ereect & church iIn
Constantinople and to intervene in favor of it, and the right for her sublects
to mave pllgrimeges to Palestine. (These concessions were later to be the
besis of e Bussian demind for recognltion as the protector of all Orthodox
Christiens in the Ottoman Bwpire.) Finally, Russia vas given the right to
meintain an asbassador  permensntly at the Porte and to establish consulates
throughout the Sulten's domsins.

Territorially, the tresty represented an even grester saln for Russia
than appeared on the surface. Another of its clauses provided for the
independence of the Crimean Tatsr Xhenate, vhich both Russia and Turkey
promised to respect. Only nine years later (1783), however, the Russiens
oecupied and amnexed the Xhenate. The annexation was later agreed to by
Turiey in the Tresty of Jamey (1792) which ended another Russo-Turkish was
vhich Began in 1797. By that treaty Turkey was also forced to cede an
additionsl stretch of Black Ses coast, between the Bug and Dalester Rivers.
Thas, as the result of Catherine's vigorous pursult of the policy laid down
by Peter, Bussis by 1752 had become a significent power on the Black See and
had teken mpnjor steps towards her ultimste goal of teking Constantinople and
the Stralis,
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In 1006, the two countries were once again st wor; and in the first
yush Russian symies occupied Moldavie snd Wallschia. 4 suspension of the
fighting was brought about in 1607 when Mapoleom, who had also been at war
with Hussis, coneluded the Treaty of Tilalt withm’fsar Alexander and offered
to mediste the Russo-Turkish comflict. In thelr discussions, in vhich the
main toplc was mot peace but the partition of Tarkey, Napoleon agreed to
Sussign annexstion of Moldavie and Wallschia but refused to sgree to Alexander's
demend for Constantinople. For its part, however, Turkey refused to give
up the principalities, so the war was resumed in 1509. The wer finally ended
with the Tresty of Bucharest in May 1812, on the eve of the Fremch invasion of
Russie which the Russians knew wus coming snd for vhich they wented to
prepare. Under the treaty, Russis agreed to evacuate the prineipalities
but hept Bessaradia, vhich thus advanced her border to the Pruth River.

The Greek war of independence, which Russia had been largely responsible
for stirring up, brought Russia into conflict with Turkey again in 1828,

The fighting ended in 1529 with the Treaty of Adriancple, vhich not only
assured Gree: independence--vhich was the ostensible purpose of the ware-
but also Murther territorial acquisitions by Russla. Turkey wes forced to
cede to the latter the Caucasian fortresses and districts of Anapa, Poti,
snd Akbaltaith, and to vensunce sll Turkish righta Mr Imeritia, Mingrelis,
and Abkhssia. Bussis thus emiﬁw her control of the sustern Black Sea
coast.

In the mesntime, the Russisns hed not neglected Persis. The territorial
seguisitions from Turkey under the Treaty of Kuchuk Kainarii had brought
Fussis to the border of Persien territories in the cgmmua. Moreover,
in 1763, the King of Oeorgls, over waich Persia claimed sovereignty, had
accepted Ruzalan surerainty in return for sid sgninst the Persisns; and this
kingdom vas munexed outright by Sussis in 1801. The conflict of Persian
and Russisn interests led to wars in 1796 end in 1807-13. The Treaty of
Gulistan (1813) resulted in importesmt gainms for Russia, for Persis was forced
to cede the provinces of Baku, Karebagh, Shirwan, Derbent, Thaki, and Talish,

6
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to rencwmce all rights to Georgia, Daghestsan, Mingrelis, and Abkhasia {vatch
the Russians had already claimed and occuplied), and o sgree to dominstion
of the (aspien by the Russian Navy.

tiar between the two countries occurred agein between 1506 and 1828;
and by the Tresty of Turimenchei (1828), Perasla ceded the provinces of
Eriven snd Nekhghivan, thereby establishing the Perso-Fussian border in the
Csucssus st the Ares River, where it still remains. In addition, Russia
obtained prefersntizl sconomic trestment expressed in law customs duties and
in other trafing privileges; secwred capllulatory rigats for her sublects;
snd in return guaranteed Persian dynastic interests, which, in itself,
amounted to & veiled protactorate.

) o return to Turkey. Only three years after the Treaty of Adrisnople,
Rusbia scored a new success at the axpense of Turkey, though this time by
diplomacy rather than war. Posing ss a friend of the theh hard-prassed
Saltan, kuuiu offersd hey asslstance in defeating the rqbemm Mohammed
Al4 of Egypt, whose armies were threatening Comstantinople. The result was
the Treaty of Himuar Iskelesi (1833), vhich merked the climex of Russian
success in ﬁ:rkay and brought the Ottoman Eumpire very close to complete
dependence on its northern naighbor. The tresty openly provided for a
defensive alliance between the two countries; while its seeret cleuses gave
Russis a uniquely privileged position coneerning the Straits, for Turkey
promised $o close them to any power at war with Russia but to permit Russia
full freedos of passege in war or pesce. The result wee & velled Bussian
protectorate over the Ottoman Bapire. The situatiom, however, incurred the
dfspleasure of the other Buropean povers; and when way betveen the Sulten and
m A1l broke put sgain fn 1839, the Great Povers--Britaln, Austria,
Prussias, and Frence, together with Russia--imposed = settlement and, by the
1541 Convemtion of the Straits, vhich wes negotisted at the swke time, ended
the privileged position of Ruseia and provided for a move eqitable arrangement.

This wves & set-back for RFussia; snd in the following years she attempted
to re-coup the situstion by an effort to persuade the other Povers to aghee
to the eventual partition of the Ottomen Empire--Bussias, of course, to get
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Constantinople and the Strsite 83 her share. It was at thls time that
Tsar Nicholas I made his famous statement sbout "the Sick Men of Europe,”
suggesting in conversetions with British diplomate that the "Sick Man's”
_estete should be divided in en orderly wmanner before hisz lmpending death.
MEM inaistence on meddling in Turkish affalrs, which culsminated
in ardm@ that Turkey sign an zlliance with Russis and also recognisze
the latter's right to protect all Orthodox Christisns in the Sultan’s
domains (sbout 12 million souls), led to the Crimesn Var (1954-36), in
vhich Britaln, France, and Sardinis ceme to the &iﬁ of Turkey. The resulting
Treaty of Paris (1856) was amother serious reverse for Russia's embitious,
for she had ¢o rencunce her protectorate over the Rumanlan principalities,
cede Bessarsbia back to Turkey, snd, most serious of asll, agree to the
demilitarization of the Black Sge, vhlch meent the termination of all
Russien naval establishments and the destruetion of all shore installations
and fart;tieatio;:s. Since Buasia, without neval support on the Black Ses,
would find it 41fficult $o resume heor aggressions agalnst Turkey, the treaty
in effect gove the latier country & new lesse on life and hsalted--for the
time w:ng, at least--Fussian expsnsion in the Black Ues and towaxds the
The nev arrangement was not destined to last very lopg. In 1870, wnile
the attention of Europe was focused on the Franew-Prussian Uax, Ruseia took
sdvantage of the situation to denounce ths’ demdlitaxization cleswses of the
Treaty of Paris. &he slso begun to stir up rebellion muong the Sultan's
Balian subjects. Then in 1877, ellegedly to support the Balkan rebels, who
by then vere vaging & full-scale war sgsinst Ottomen forces, Bussis declared
war on Turkey. As so meny times in the past, the RBueslans were successful
in their contest with the Turks end dictated e victor's peace at San Stefano
in 1578. The provisions, in fact, were so favoreble to Russia that Britain,
Augtria, and France, alarmed at this nev manifestation of Bussleon smbitions,
protested and forced the substitution of the Treety of Berlin (1£78).
¥evertheless, Russis still profited, for the Berlin sccord jrovided for the
cession to Ruseia of southern Besssrable andof Kers, Ardshsn, snd Betunm.
There vere destined to be the lmst territorial scquisitions et the expense of
Turkey.
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In Tramscespis, Russien expunsion still procesded. In 1837, Russis
hed sceupied the Pernian island of Astwr Ada in the Bay of Zntarabad and,

. in 1869, the ¢ity of Krasnovodak, which had been under nomival Persian
suzerainty., Russian mtim in 1873 conqueved the hitherto independent
“hanates of ¥hiva and Bukhars, leaving the Turkomsn steppe--a nouwinal Persien
possession~-encircled cu three sides by Rusaisn territory. This axea vas
occupied in 1881 when the Russians broke Turkomsn resistence at the battle
of Geak Tepe, snd in the seme yesr Fussis and Persia agreed on the Atre:
River ms thelr boundary esst of the Casplan.

Since thet time, no importsnt areas have passed from Persisn to Russlen
possesgion, although horder rectificstions have occurred from time to time.
But this does not mesn that Busslan influence in Persis stopped ineressing.
During the last two decades of the 19th Century, Russimn economic influence,
which 1sd been initiated by the 102C Treaty of Turimanchel, was further
expanded by & musber of far-reaching concessions (banking, rosd and railwsy
_.tailding, telegraph lines, fisheries, insurence, etc.), vhich gave Russia
vizrtual comtrol of Persia's economy. Thet control, at leasi over northem
Parsis; was solidified in 1907 by = Pussian~-British rapprochement. Throughout
the 19th Century, British opposition hed played & large role in balking
Russisn smbitions in Pémia. as in Turkey. Nov they agreed to settle thelr
d4fferences, and the new accord recognized ms s Russien zone of influemce
the five northern provineces of Persis, including in central Persis such
cities as wum, Xashan, Tehran, Isfshan, and Rfazd. All these steps vere
ch;:rl.y directed tovard the ultimate goal outlined b- Peter the Oreat,
nemely, expsnsion to the Persien $ulf. As Novoe Vremys, 2 leading conservetive
5t, Petervburg newspaper, had ststed on 28 April 1901, Ve do no% desire
‘Iadts, but ve mst get down to the Persian Guif.”

The outbreak of World War I appesred to the Russians as o golden opportunity
to obtelin the long~desired Strslts. During the previous century, hex efforts
to that end had been presistently thwarted by the other Europeen powers,
partioulerly mxmﬁ, whose policy it had deen to keep the Ottoman Empire
intact. The situation was now radlcally changed: FRussie was an ally of
England and France, while Turkey wes in the ranks of the enenmy and therefore
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could no longer claim the support of Britain end Frence for the msintensnce
of her integrity. As P.H. Milyuhov, later to be Forelgs Minister in the
1917 Provislonal Russian Covermment, wrote in 1915;

The paxticipation of Tuwrkey in the war on the side of ouy enemles
mm&.ﬂw&hmmmmmwmwm;&wim
of the age~0ld problem of our policy in the Meer BEast. The acquisition
in complets possession of the Dosporus and the Dardsnelles Logether
ﬂﬁW&,m&ﬁamﬂiﬁmﬁMaﬁ&gww
o) s polley

This was exactly the policy whlch Fussie 4id, in fact; pursue, She now
hed no Alfficulty in persusding Britaln and Pronce of the advisability, if not
the necessity, of & post.vmr partition of Turkey; sed co 18 March 1915, &
secret agreement was coneluded Betveen Pussian on the one hand snd Britain und

*
France on the other, which proviied thet et the wer's emnd Rzzasilcmwmhe
frae to annex:
Constantinople, the westexn coast of the Bosporus, the Ses

of Maymsrs, sud the Dardanslles; Sogtheym Thrace ss far &5 the

Enne«diidia line; the cosst of Asia Minor betweer the Bosporus

snd the River Sskarys snd a point on the Gulf of Iesmid to be

detined later; mummmmwmmmzsm of

Inbros snd Tenedos.

Pussia vas at long last to hove her “werm water” port, to obisin the long-
desired Stralits. DBut this wes not all, for & subsequent agresment reached in
gt. Petersburg onm 26 April 1916, forming part of what iz generally knowm

as the sm-maa Agreement, recogniszed Russie's right also 4o annex the
Turkish provinees of Erzurum, Trebzand, Yan, and Bitlis, as well as territory
in the northern pert of Eurdistar along 2 line from Mushk, 3iirt, Ybo Omar,
and Asmdiys, o0 the Persian border, comprising in all an ares of rowghly
60,000 square miles. '

The Soviet Ers

With the collapse of the Tssrist regime, the Bolshevik Revolution, and
Russia's withdrawal fyom the war, it seemed that an end hed Minally came to
the Bussian dress of expansion to the Mediterranesn and the Persisn Gulf.
The Allles no longer felt bownd Ly thelr treaty commitments to Russis -
inasmach as muuwmmasemmmummammm;
vaile for theirpart, the Bolsheviks published, end simulteneously demounced,
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the secret vartime tresties with the statement that Russie hemceforth would
respect the territorisl integrity of its neighbors. “Constantinople,” they
wm,wwnmmmamxmormm” Puarthemmore,
wmmmwhﬁcm treaties of friendship with
Turkey in waich Russis returned Kura snd Ardshan, which hsd besn scquired
in 1876, snd with Persis, in vbich Russis renounced all privileges and
concessicns seqiired during the Tsarist éwm.

The chsnge in Bussisn policy, hovever, ves more eppevemt than real.
The Bolsheviks (1.e., Cosamnists) vere comhitted to the doctrime of world
revoluticn, and the Niddle East was ot excluded from thelr plans. The theme
of mﬁ-@!mﬂ.iw and snti-imperialisn vas a major theme of their
propagands; mad almost Lmedlately after seimure of pover, they begun to push
the idea of "Revolution in the Best,” vith the expectation of wsing Russia's
Maslims to sway the sentiments of Muslims in other lands. The time seemed
opporane: the Ottoman Bmpire was falling spart and with 1t Purkey's
temporal. and spiritual leadership of the Muslim worid, and somsthing eXxin
o chaos prevailed throughout the Middle East. Hesce, on 17 December 1517,
only & momth sfter the Revolution, the Bolsheviks issued thelir "Appeal to
Musiin Workers in Bussis aad the Sast,” hoping that public remmelation of
Pearist slaimsrand ssbitions vould relly all Muslime to Mescow's cause. The
"Gonferesce of the Pecples oftthe East,” held in Balm in September, 1920,
was mmother pert of the Bolshevik program. The sutagonimm to the Bolaheviks
among Passis’ own Maslius, however, 200n demouptrated the futilisy of this
approach.

The expressed Bolahevik desive to "liberste tha Middle Bast from
colonialism,” vhichis still relteveted today, fell before reality; and 1t
soon becmme clear that Soviet policy vas dlctated by precticsl pover considere-
tions yether then eliruism, To phyase 1% 4ifferently, the Soviet government
giickly reverted to the Teariet conviction that Russian eccess to'Ehe "warm
wabers” of the Mediterrancen and the Persian Gulf and security against ettack
erom the West could only be smsured by loing swey vith the indepenience of

il
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Turkey and Iran.

The Soviet sttempts to reestablish and extend Russien {nfluence in
the Mlddle Bast during the period between the two world wars were not
succassful. The Twrks, vhile they were engsged in ecatudlishing thedr
republic, were villing to acospt material ald from the Joviets but B0 more;
they bad had too much experience with Russisn ssbitions to credit the
Commmist protestations of a change of heart. The Persiane vere st first
impressed by Soviet avowals of Zriendship and the cancellation of all Taarist
emmiuﬁi, Pt thay were socn alarmed by the Soviet instigation of a
Communist revolt in the province of Gilsn and, later, by Soviet efforts to
estadlish & network of esplonsge, propagande, and subversion im northern
Iran. And in &ll sreas of the Middle Zast, ineluding all the new Arab
states, the Commmunist fdeology fulled to mmke mppreciable hesdwamy.

On 23 Augast 1939, Hazi Osrmany and Communist Russia signed a Treaty
of Nomaggression, thus peving the wey for the cutbresk of World ¥War IT.
‘During the following year, Germany proposed that the two states further
cement thelr relstions by Jotaing vith Italy and Japen in a Four-Pover
Pact. mwmyﬁsmmasuﬂthamnmmwmmit&m
to the socuth. maﬁmﬁm,'mmm%msmrm
¥oscow, informed Berlin that the Soviet Union was prepares o sign the pect
provided certaln conditionz were appended. One of these provided for the
establishmant of & Russien navel base on the Stralis, while smother read:
“Providsd that the ares south of Batum and Baku in the general dirsctlon of
the Persisn Gulf is recognized ss the center of the sspirstions of the Zoviet
Union.” A glance at & mep will clearly show that the Soviet Union was, in
effect, sopouncing its intenticn to ammex a layge pert of Turkey and Ivan
as wvell az the greater poriion of Irsy.

Portunstely for the Middle Eastern countides, Uermany and Bussia were
wnsble to agree on the division of the envisaged spoils; snd as is well
kawm, Osxman forces invaded Rusele on 21 June 1941, Up to the last moment,
however, Bussia sutertained hopes of echieving her mbitions 1n the Mliddle
Bast W.w with Qermany. Just one wee: before the German attack,
Molotov vas in Berlin where, on behalf of the Soviet govarnsamt, he offered

iz
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Germeny & full military sllliance sgainst England snd her allies in retumn
for, mmomg other things, camplete control of the Derdmnelles, a free hand
iz Irag and Irsn, and ep lmportsnt positiom in Seudi Arsble so as to sssure
Rusein dominstion of the Persilen Gulf snd the Gul? of Aden.

Daring the ver, Ruscls, in conjumction with Britain, ocowpled Tran,
vith the clear understanding end promise that both countries would withdraw
thety tyoops within six ponthe of the end of the war. Britain fulfillsd
her promise, Yut the Soviats refused to do so. Instesd of withirawing her
troops, the Soviet Unlon wsed them o sponsor and protect an autonomous
'wmmmtmam,wwmmmmw
Eurdish Republic in the ¥Mahobad region, to foxrce the Irenisn Premier In
April 1546 to grent en oil concescion to the Soviet Union, end in general to
consolidste Soviet influemece in the country. It was not until May 1946,
after Iranisn protasts to the United Mations Security Cownell had brought
down on the Soviets the condemmation of the entire world, that Soviet troops
were withdrawm.

In the meentine, Turkey hed not been neglected. In June 1945, Russis
demanded of that countyy that she return Kars and Ardshan, gremt military
beses on the Bosporus end Dexdamelles %o the Soviets, and agres to a
revision of the 1936 Montreux (Strmits) Convention exclusively by Turkey,
Russis and the other Rlack Sea jowers (i.e., Commnist-controlled Bulgavia
and Bummnia). As sn s&ded pressure on Tuvkey, three important Boviet
newspapers, on 20 Decewber 1945, published an article writtem by two
Georgien scholars who demended $hat Turkey "restore’ to the Georglan S8R
& Dlack Sen cosstal reglon 150 miles long and 75 miles wide, which comprised
eight Purkish provinces. Twkey refused toisccede to these demands; and the
strained Soviet-Twkish relutions were pertly responsible for the emuneistion
in 1947 of .the Truman Doctrine, under vhich extensive American militery and
economic aid vas given to Purkey with s view td.making it possible for her
to comtimie to withstand Soviet pressures.

The Soviet demands on Taxkey had significance for the entire Middle Rest,
m;mwmwmmmanmmm together «wth a predominate
influence at Ankars, might well have led to still other vesults. The USSR
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would have besn in a position to forestall any Turkish actlon at the
_Straits inconsistent vith Moscow's deaires. The movements of all vessyds
in the Asgean could be brought under Soviet survelllance. With bases in
the Stralts ares as well as in the Symie reglon (valch might be demsnded for
protecting the “approsches” to the Straits), Soviet forces could reedily be
projected into the Mediterranesn, meking it possible for the Soviets to
dominate the sea lanes lesding to asd from the Levantine and Egyptisn ports
as vell as the oil pipe line temmint on the Syrien and Lebanese cossts.
These staps would in turn have magnified the Soviet position in the Middle
East to an extent vhere the Ared states might essily have found themselves
the cbject of Comsmist attention, with the ultimste aim of bringing them
within the Soviet orbit, In short, the proposed Soviet ‘nev reglme” for
the Straits contained elements caleulated to reduce Turkey to & Russian
protectorate and o lay the fowndation for & sigaificent alteration of pover
in the Middle Bastern-Mediterrsneen reglon.

The Soviet designs on Twrkey and Irun, having thus been forestalled
bythe resistance of those states, bocked by United Nations action snd by the
Trusen Doctrine, came to a halt. As e result of this situation, together
vith the press of other problems elsevhere in the world, Soviet activities
in the Middle East perceptibly lessened.for & time, Although it in no way
fxplied an sbendonment of Soviet smbitions in the ares. The respite was only
temporary. Soviet sctivity began again an s large scale inll95s after the
%ummm Mutuel Ald Agreememt of 2 April 1954 became the Baghdad
Pact of 1955. This allimnce of Russie's immediste southern nelghbors, backsd
by the:fres zations of the world, mesat that a change of tactics ves reulred.
Since the Soviets could not hope to progress throwgh Turkey and Iran without
the xisk of & world wer, the Soviets decided to by-pess thoce two countries
and concentrate on the Arabs. For ir the Soviets can increase and consolidate
their influence in the stotes south of the Bughdsd Pect countries, the latter
will have been;cut-flsaked and can easily be. brought to heel ihen the Soviets
deem the:time is gpportune. |

The change in tactice actwally began shortly after Stalin's desth. In
June 1953, in sn effort to allay Turkey's fear and to loosen her ties to the

s
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Wast, WMWMMMMAMWW; incendiavy
mmmmummﬁ; amsmmwume
vﬁhx.mm mmmmws& mmmbmmmma

efforts to woo Arsh support. It is significent that Ared govermments, oncz
desnounaed by the Soviets in the most vitriolie temms, are now prafised. The
Besser regine in Bgypt, for example, s late as 1954 vas charscterized by
M‘ammtm expert, L. Veitolins, ss "madly reasctionsry,

mewmmmumm mmxmwn@ﬁmm
serves the Soviet objective thresfold: econcemicully, it provides the Soviets
with & mewns to strengthen its grip on the ecomomy of those cowntries;
mam,umwmmxwumwmmmmmnuy
vhich 1s so adventegeous to Scviet tacties; wﬂﬁarcholﬁaimlly, it meets
with & large sppeal in the repipient countries and thus temis to boost Soviet
prestige spd influence. Such machinstions us those recently csrried on in
Jordan can Yest be explained ps attempts to creste confusion, warest, aod
wncertainty, vhich the Commmiste have discovered by cxpericmge are the
conditions in vhich they have the best chance of succeeding.

Seagiymion
The Soviet aims in the Mgddle Nast today are essemtislly the semo ss
Russisn sims unfder the Toars: strategic and ecomomic, but meinly strategloe.

In Burepe, the vestern Sovist border is protected by e thoussad miles of
Setellite territory; mibjected to Mbacov's orders since the end of the war.
In the north lies the ice of the Aretic, in the esst Commmist (hina. Only
to the south sre the countries on her borders not subservient to Hoseow's
will. Russis 1s acutely sware that the Coucasimn oil fields and the
industeinl centers of southeyn Russie ere within easy flying distence of
the ¥iddla ¥sat. Honce she 1s determired to Dring this region under her cwn
begemeny. Moreover, in the Mgddle East lies the world's srostest ofl reservese-
estimated st more than 50 per cent of the world's total--wvhich Ryssis would
1ike for herself as well s to deny them to the West, thus not only
strengthening her own military smd ecomomic potential but wmdermining that
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of the West, Pinally, there is the centuries-old Russim determination to
soquire vezm vater ports snd direst outlets to the Miditerraneen Sea and
the Indian Ocemi.

 Todsy, Soviet Ruseim, thenks to the entree grayted her by Egypt end
Syris, i3 closer %0 achieving her mibitions them ever before. It must be
remmbered thet it is notmcessary for the Soviet Uniop's purposes that she
memmwm»MaM,mﬁuthw
imegined that her hunger for move territary 1s yet sppessed. (The fate of -
Zstonis, Latvia, Lithusats, Karelis, Moldavis, Eastern Poland, snd Ruthenia
besr vitness to that omges) It will be suffictent 1f she is shle, as she
vas in the Satellite states of Zustern Durope, to umdernine existing regimes
and estsblish mubssrvient Satellite governments in their stead and thus comtrol
the ares 85 surely as if Russisn soldders were in ovsupation. |

Nevartheless, the lesson of Dog River still remsins velid. The last
inseription there dates from Jenuary 1547 and commemorates not the victory
of a conguering srmy dut the attainment of full independance by the Lebanese
Repdblic. Culy by kesping the Soviets and Comnmist influence out of the
Middle Bast, by keeping the Soviets from reslising their centuwries-old
ssbitions for this srea, cen the Arsbs be sure that the Lebmese inscription
wvill be the last. A nev insoription, whether 1t commemorsted the passing
of the Bed Ammy or the esteblishbment of a Commmistecontrolled government,
would spell the end of Armb, of 1l Middle Eastern hopes.
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